
  

Meeting 2nd Friday of the month, September – May 
9:30 – 11:30 at College Station WW Facility 

2200 North Forest Parkway College Station, TX 77845 

 
NEWSLETTER : NOVEMBER 2015 

Friday November 13, 2015 
REGULAR MEETING 

9.30 AM CS WW Facility 
PROGRAM BY MR. JIM JOHNSON, 

Distinguished Lecturer Emeritus, Department of  
Horticultural Sciences, Texas A&M University 

Garden Tip of the Month : Sandy Williams 
Special Presentation on Youth Essay: Jane Cohen   

 
 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS FOR NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 
N0 Board Meeting in November  

Friday November 13, Regular Meeting, CS WW Facility 9:30 am 
Sunday November 8 Group returns from Guatemala 

Friday November 20, 2 pm - Visit Rooftop Gardens, TAMU 
AVERAGE FIRST FROST DATE:  NOVEMBER 30 

 

Friday December 4, Board Meeting 1 pm – 3 pm 
Friday December 11, Christmas Pot Luck Meeting CS WW Facility 

9:30 – details to follow 
Sunday December 13, (tentative) visit Old Fort Parker, for 

Christmas at the Fort (see link below) 
http://www.wacotrib.com/news/waco_history/brazos-past-marking-

christmas-at-old-fort-parker/article_e23e7a06-3f4d-55d7-bc1e-

681a5a6a397a.html 
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OCTOBER IN PICTURES 
 
 
We were so happy to welcome our State President, Carol Moore, to our October Meeting, and likewise 
to have our speaker, Dr. Doug Welsh, give us a very interesting program on The Gardens at Texas A&M 
University.  We showcased our Educational Display Boards on frogs & amphibians, butterflies, moths 
and caterpillars, and ran a slide show on a laptop loop during the meeting.  Members enjoyed the plants 
for sale at the Ways & Means Table too!   

 
                                      Sherrry explaining the next work day at RCP October 24th 

                              
Judy’s butterfly/caterpillar display         Carol addressing meeting         Dr. Doug presenting The Gardens 
 

Road trip to Brenham Elementary School Butterfly and Sensory Gardens October 16 
 

     
 

     



Eight members traveled to Brenham to visit the Elementary School Butterfly and Sensory Gardens, in 
October.  The Butterfly Garden was developed and is maintained by Bluebonnet Garden Club, Brenham, 
and we were happy to meet up with them there for an insider’s personal tour!  We were also even 
happier to meet a class of kids, who were so excited to show us which pumpkins they had painted!   The 
Sensory Garden is not as well tended, but we were able to get all kinds of ideas.  We even saw a Troll 
under the bridge, but fortunately for us, he didn’t fancy us for his lunch!  
 

 
 
On the way around the gardens, Ceci took this lovely photo of an archway of passion vine – some 
mention was made of Elves, but I don’t know ……. the beams of sunlight are quite lovely! 
 

 
 
 
Before leaving for home, Pat had made reservations at the Brenham Grill/Ant Street Inn for a delightful 
meal.    
 
 
 
 
 
 



HAPPY NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS TO : 
 

                  Joyce M -1st, Sherry M -9th, Carmen B -12th, Carolyn G -28th  
 
 

 
 
 

NOVEMBER IN THE GARDEN 
 

PLAN: To rake and collect all dead tree leaves for mulching and winter protection of tender plants or for 
compost pile.  Design and prepare beds for roses and other shrubs.  
PRUNE: Flowering perennial stalks that have finished blooming.  Trim dead part of leaves from bearded 
iis.  Stop cutting spent rose blossoms off so the bushes will go dormant for cold weather.  
PLANT: Lily of the Valley and Dutch Iris in pots for gifts.  Tulips and hyacinths that have been refrigerated 
may be planted this month and next.  Most other bulbs, also phlox, poppy, pinks, salvia, scabiosa, sweet 
peas, Sweet William, trumpet creeper, wisteria, clematis, honeysuckle, larkspur, petunia.      
FERTILIZE AND MULCH:  Work superphosphate into all bulb beds and around bearded iris.  Give extra feed 
to bulbs as soon as tops come into view.  Sweet peas, pansies and amaryllis need fertilizer.  
SPRAY & DUST: As needed.  
WEATHER PROTECTION:  Bank soil around shrubs if frost is predicted.  Cover smaller plants carefully.  
Water sufficiently.  
BLOOMING:  Alyssum, calendula, candytuft, mums, cosmos, Michaelmas daisy, petunia, verbena, jasmine, 
lantana, loquat, shrubs and vines.   
 
Does anyone have a loquat tree?  One of my favorites, they make a beautiful small ornamental tree, with 
leathery green leaves, highly perfumed white flowers in  
winter (bees love them!), followed by small orange fruit which makes wonderful jam!   
 
VEGETABLES: 
Continue sowing lettuce, spinach, mustard, turnips, radishes and English and Snap Peas, depending on 
whether the weather continues to be warm.   
 
HERBS:   
If you have bright light (but not direct sunlight) in your kitchen, several herbs can be grown inside.  Unless 
you have overhead grow-lights especially for them, they will probably grow tall and lanky, but frequent 
harvesting, watering and feeding should keep them going.  Sprouts are a good way to “get your greens” 
in winter and are easy to grow.  Use Mung Beans, watercress, broccoli, radish seeds and snip them when 
they are 1” tall (some catalogs sell seeds especially for sprouting, and call them Micro Greens.)   
 

 
 

 
 



TEXAS GARDEN CLUBS presents 
GARDENS OF AMERICAN HISTORY 

April 22 – May 1, 2016 
 

Embark on historical journey, featuring some of the America’ most sublime gardens. Explore 

the famed Nolen Greenhouses of the New York Botanical Gardens. Meet the Master Gardener at 

Thomas Jefferson’s Monticello. Stroll the Ladew Topiary Gardens with the Head of Gardens. See 

the stunning Chanticleer Garden, also known as the Pleasure garden. Discover Longwood 

Gardens, internationally-renowned horticulture center covering 1,050 colorful acres during a 

privately-guided tour of their greenhouse. Step back in time at the 18th century Bartram 

Gardens. Stop at Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden for a behind-the-scenes tour. Explore stunning 

Monticello with a master gardener. Visit the United States Botanic Garden and Hillwood Estate 

and Gardens. Along the way, see the sights in New York, Philadelphia and Washington, DC. 

 
Some of you have probably been to many of these gardens, but this tour includes private visits to places 
not available to the general public, and many “behind-the-scenes” access.   
 
For more information go to https://gateway.gocollette.com/link/667430, or ask me (Helen)   Also, there 
will be a travel webinar available on Wednesday, October 7, at 3 pm CDT.  If you would like to know 
more about this, please let us know so we can send you an invitation.    
 
Note: the seat reduction date (due date for deposit and purchase of optional insurance) is November 
23rd, 2015) – after that date price and reservation will depend on availability.  This will be a wonderful 
trip, so mark your calendars!!! 

 
 

PRESIDENT’S PARAGRAPH -  “THE LAST WORD” 

 
 

NGC Initiative  “Plant it Pink” to help create hope for a Breast Cancer-free world: 
 

Are you looking for something pink to plant for your spring landscape?  Consider the Star Gazer Lily, Tulip 
“Pink Diamond”, Allium Osbrowskianum, Muscari Pink Sunrise, and Hyacinth Pink Pearl.  Tulips can be 
successfully grown as annuals here (remember to refrigerate the bulb for up to 8 weeks prior to planting) 
but will not come back reliably.  Some years they might, most years they won’t!   
 
I do hope some of you will consider joining the TGC trip to the the Gardens of American History in April  
2016 – the only requirement is that you enjoy visiting gardens!  Couples, husbands, wives, singles, all are 
welcome!   
 

See you in November, 

Helen Quinn 

https://gateway.gocollette.com/link/667430


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
                                            
 

 
 
  



 
 
 

 
 
 

 


